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“Not voting isn’t a protest, it’s a surrender,” said teen Niyana Gray, a resident of Park 
Village Apartments and a youth employee over the summer and during Famicos’ Voter 
Mobilization campaigns. Opportunity Youth United, a youth-led national voter registration 
campaign,  chose Famicos as its Community Action Team for Cleveland. Funded by MyCom 
and in partnership with Mobilize the Vote, this first part of the campaign concentrated 
on helping residents, particular seniors, register to vote and request absentee ballots as 
needed. Prior to the registration deadline of October 5, Famicos assisted 60 people to 
register to vote at various events and apartment buildings throughout Glenville, Hough, 
and St. Clair - Superior. Cast in CLE, the second half of the campaign, provided free 
transportion to polling locations throughout the three neighborhoods, a voter’s hotline 
where people could get important voting information and arrange for free transportation, 
and a digital campaign encouraging African American voters to make their voices heard 
and vote. During the 5 weeks leading up to the presidential election, the voter hotline 
fielded 150 calls and took around 40 people to the polls to vote.

MAKING OUR VOICES HEARD
Exercising our right to vote in Cleveland

3rd Quarter

L to R: Audrey Stubbs, Youth Program Development Manager, with teen voting advocates Niyana 
Gray, Janae Jacobs, & Chanelle Austin at the Immani Women’s Day of Health (November 2020). 

Continued on page 3...



FROM THE 

Dear friends,

A year ago, we were preparing to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Famicos. 
None of us could have predicted how 
volatile this year 2020 would be, nor that 
it would carve out a “new normal” for all 

people. In March, the COVID crisis hit. Famicos was born out 
of a crisis, and so we were uniquely placed and prepared to 
pivot our plans quickly and become the “frontline workers” 
we were always meant to be. We distributed food, toiletries, 
disinfectants, masks, and a desperately needed human 
connection to thousands of people in the already distressed 
neighborhoods that we serve.

In May, our nation was shocked and disgusted by the needless 
killing of George Floyd. The worldwide protests that followed 
eerily reminded us of the Hough Riots, out of which Famicos 
was born. We thought we had come so far as a nation and a 
city, yet not nearly far enough. Famicos recommited ourselves 
to look at our own practices first and to advocate tirelessly 
for the Black communities we serve. Even when we had to 
shut our doors to the public during the COVID lockdown, we 
continued our vital work of social services and safe, affordable 
housing for all. We found ways to offer financial counseling, 
tax preparations, records expungement, reading programs, 
and cooking lessons virtually.

All through the summer and into the fall, we continued 
weekly distribution of food, toiletries, and masks. We did not 
neglect civic duties either, launching extensive campaigns 
to help residents throughout Glenville, Hough, and St. Clair 
- Superior complete the 2020 census, register to vote in the 
presidential election, and even offered free transportation to 
the polls throughout October and on Election Day. We found 
“contactless” ways to give out school supplies to families in 
September, candy for Halloween, turkeys for Thanksgiving, and 
toys for Christmas. We hosted six “learning pods” throughout 
the three neighborhoods we serve, so that our children 
could participate in virtual learning in a safe place, with the 
equipment and nourishment that they needed to learn.

At this time last year, we set an ambitious fundraising goal 
for our 50th Anniversary. I am both humbled and stunned to 
see that our donors, supporters, and partners far surpassed 
that goal in their generosity to support our COVID relief efforts 
and our continued social services and operations. I extend 
my heartfelt thanks to our residents, our donors, our Board, 
and our staff for their unwavering support of and commitment 
to the same mission we were founded with: providing food, 
clothing, safe shelter, education, and social justice to those in 
need. I wish you and yours a very happy holiday season!

Peace, 
John O. Anoliefo, Executive Director
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We give our heartfelt thanks to these donors and foundations 
who have recently contribtued to our Social Service programs:

Hough Learning Pod student.
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Friends & Family of 
Msgr. Bob Wolff



YOUTH VOICES
Continued from cover...

L to R: CB&E Director Erica Burnett, teen Jazmyne Treadwell, Youth Manager Audrey Stubbs, teens Chanelle Austin, Chenise 
Durham,  Niyana Gray, VISTA Andrea Searcy, Ward 10 Manager Charlie Townsend, and Cleveland Browns player Chris 
Hubbard at a food distribution in St. Clair - Superior (November 2020).

“Opportunity Youth Unlimited is an amazing partnership 
that supports grassroots work that impacts underserved 
communities,” said Youth Program Development 
Manager Audrey Stubbs, “We’ve overcome many 
challenges and barriers related to the pandemic. Our 
young people are resilient!” Throughout the fall, the 
team of 10 young people were present at most outdoor 
Famicos programs, from food distributions to school bag 
giveaways to the Immani Women’s Day of Health. The 
teens were onsite to help people register to vote and 
to advocate for African Americans to get out and vote. 
They could also be counted on to help with whatever else 
was going on, including assisting with food deliveries to 
apartment buildings throughout Glenville, Hough, and St 
Clair - Superior during the pandemic. “Our young people 
are among the most engaging and most intriguing 
audience you can work with,” said Audrey, “They have 
the same rights to a culture as adults but their unique 
circumstances create challenges that make working 
with and for young people incredibly rewarding. It’s like 
planting seeds and allowing them to grow through the 
nutrients you feed them.”

CLEVELAND COUNTS

The same youth team that worked on the voter 
mobilization campaign also worked on Cleveland 
Counts, a campaign sponsored by the Cleveland 
Foundation to educate households with historically low 
census response rates on the benefits of completing 
the census. The neighborhoods Famicos serves are 
among those with low response rates - the very same 
neighborhoods who need the allocation of federal 
resources that the census determines. “We recognized 
that many poorer populations don’t have the tools to 
accurately take the census,” said Community & Business 
Manager Charlie Townsend, “We decided to bring those 
tools to the community ourselves.” Famicos launched 
a two-month campaign with social media contests, 
neighborhood canvassing, and even a couple of “virtual 
block parties”. During the Census Caravans, the Famicos 
bus would drive through residential streets giving out ice 
cream and educational resources. Famicos staff was 
able to walk residents through completing the census 
on their phones. The virtual block parties, livestreamed 
on Facebook & Instagram, engaged hundreds of viewers 
and the contests received close to 100 entries.



Urban revitalization pioneer Carolyn Watts Allen at the groundbreaking 
of the new Hough development named in her honor (October 2020).

ALLEN ESTATES

How is a distressed community transformed into a vital 
one? Ward 7 Councilman Basheer Jones says the key 
is to move from a cycle of generational poverty to a 
cycle of generational wealth-building. Hough will see 
some exciting new development and investment in 2021 
including the Allen Estates, Famicos’ own Chester 75, a 
new Hough Branch Library, and the new headquarters 
of the Cleveland Foundation. Cleveland civil rights 
activist and philanthropist Sheila Wright, along with 
business partner Angela Bennett are the developers 
for the Allen Estates. Phase I of the project will include 
six homes on East 65th St, at a cost of $2.1 million. At 
the groundbreaking in October, Wright hinted that later 
phases of development could see townhomes and mixed-
use residential buildings with first-floor commercial 
spaces. “We hope to use this development and use 
our company as an opportunity to build wealth,” said 
Wright. Wright and Bennett named their first real estate 
development after Carolyn Watts Allen and her husband 
Robert Allen, who were responsible for gathering a group 
of 20 families to build a housing community in Hough in 
the 1990’s called Renaissance Place. 

Tell us what you love about Glenville!

Famicos Foundation is working to improve Glenville. 
This 10-minute survey will help guide future projects 
and investments in our community.

Glenville households who 
complete the survey will receive 
a $10 gift card to Glen Village as 
a thank you! See page 7 for all 

the great shops & restaurants at 
Glen Village you can spend the 

gift card at.

Go online at bit.ly/2ZQQGop or photograph the 
QR code below with your smart phone camera to 
take the survey now

Call (216) 791-6476 ext. 223 to request a paper 
survey or to do the survey by phone

GLENVILLE: Community Impact
Measurement Survey

New Homes in Hough Celebrate Urban Pioneer

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

The Famicos Foundation Tax Lab helps hundreds of 
families each year by preparing tax returns for free. 
Just one hour of your time can provide an eligible 
family with up to $6,000 in refunds and help move 
families from financial uncertainty to financial security.

No experience necessary, all training provided! 
Flexible hours and options for virtual and in-person 
volunteering. To learn more & sign up, contact Site 
Coordinator Sadie Sandlin at (216) 791-6476 ext 
244 or visit the Cuyahoga EITC Coalition online at

refundohio.org
Be sure to request Famicos Foundation as your first 
choice for volunteer site.

http://refundohio.org


EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Frontline Faces

Clayreesa Barnes is 
the voice on Famicos’ 
phone lines and the first 
face you’ll see when 
visiting Famicos’ main 
office on Ansel Rd. 
Clayreesa has worked 
for Famicos for 3 years. 
Prior to her role here, 
Clayreesa worked as a 
program coordinator 
at a senior facility in 

Richmond, VA. “My favorite part of working at Famicos 
is helping the community as a whole,” said Clayreesa. 
On any given day, Clayreesa may interact with senior 
residents, community members, partners, vendors, 
clients, and visitors. She fields calls and inquiries on all of 
Famicos’ many programs, services, and properties and 
always does so with a friendly word and a genuine smile. 
A single mother, Clayreesa will soon graduate with a BA 
in Human Resources from Cleveland State University, 
which she earned while working full-time at Famicos.

Famicos Receptionist Clayreesa Barnes. Transportation Coordinator 
Stephania Rowe.

The smiling face you 
see behind the wheel 
on the Famicos bus 
belongs to Stephania 
Rowe. Originally from 
Georgia, Stephania 
worked for RTA for over 
14 years before joining 
Famicos in 2019. “My 
absolute favorite part 
of this job is serving 
the seniors, and 
knowing I’m providing 
an important service to them,” said Stephania. When 
COVID lockdowns hit, Famicos had to halt its bus service 
for a time. Stephania was able to help use the bus to 
support Famicos’ other services including food deliveries, 
census campaigning, school bag giveaways, and voter 
transportation to the polls. During the summer and fall, 
the Famicos bus  transported 5000 school bags, 2000 
grocery bags of food, and 500 boxes of toiletries to 
various distributions and deliveries throughout Cleveland.

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT
Week of Giving

Community Building & Engagement Program Manager Chanita 
Williams shows some Giving Week donations (December 2020).

Christmas is a time of giving & receiving gifts. For many of our neighborhoods’ children, single parents are just 
trying to make ends meet nevermind think about presents. Sometimes just trying to find warm clothes for growing 

children is a real challenge. That’s why Famicos dubbed the second 
week of December “Giving Week” and challenged its staff, partners, and 
supporters to donate new toys, winter clothing, or gift cards for children 
and teens. “The response has been amazing!” exclaimed Director of 
Community Building & Engagement Erica Burnett. Hats, gloves, blankets, 
and toys were dropped off or delivered. New coats were donated from 
Warm Coats and toys from Toys for Tots. There were even warm and 
cosy supplies for babies. “This year in particular has been really tough,” 
said Erica, “COVID’s made it so much harder for our families to get 
the things they need.” One partner organization, Grants Plus, invited its 
employees to each choose an item off of Famicos’ Amazon Wishlist to 
send. Packages of gloves, hats, deoderant, and soap starting arriving. 
“These seem like simple things that we all take for granted, but when you 
don’t have them, it can make life miserable, especially for kids.”



EDUCATION = EMPOWERMENT 
Setting Students up for Success

This year, Famicos and Councilman Jones gave 
away 5,000 school bags filled with notebooks, pens, 
calculators, and other supplies in Hough alone. Famicos 
held similar giveaways in Glenville and St Clair - Superior, 
in partnership with Councilmen Kevin Conwell and 
Anthony Hairston, respectively. Famicos is grateful for 
the support of the Islamic Relief Fund, the Cleveland 
Clinic, and various individual donors for this program. 
Due to social distancing, this years giveaways were done 
using a drive-thru system.

When children do return to school, Famicos supports five 
local schools with in-school pantries and laundry facilities. 
The latest school to receive a new washer and dryer was 
Daniel E Morgan School in Hough in September. For 
school kids, clothing can not only be protection against 
weather, but also an 
identity statement, a 
status symbol, and a 
significant stressor.  
Dirty clothes can 
lead to germs but 
also to bullying 
and ridicule. “It’s 
not just for the 
children,” said 
Councilman Jones, 
“the student’s family 
can come here 
and do all of their 
laundry for free.” 
Famicos stocks the laundry facilities with detergent and 
dryer sheets. Famicos also stocks the in-school pantries 
with hygeine items such as deoderant, shampoo, and 
toothpaste and winter items like gloves, hats, and 
chapstick. When kids are hungry, or cold, or embarassed, 
it makes it much harder to concentrate.

“There can be a lot of obstacles to learning,” said 
Director of Community Building & Engagement Erica 
Burnett, “whether your family can afford deoderant or 
pads this week, shouldn’t be one of them.”

Happy students at the Hough Learning Pod (October 2020).

This year has seen unprecidented challenges for 
school children. These challenges are magnified in the 
Glenville, Hough, and St Clair - Superior neighborhoods 
by decades of digital redlining and disinvestment. “We 
are all learning how to navigate through this virtual 
education system,” said educator and coordinator of the 
Hough Multipurpose Center Learning Pod, Oronde East. 
“The Learning Pod is a safe place where kids can come 
and do their virtual schooling.” Famicos Foundation, with 
funding from the Cleveland Foundation, supports six 
such Learning Pods throughout the three neighborhoods. 

Even if the schools provide tablets for the kids, wifi on 
Cleveland’s east side is notoriously unreliable. “Not only 
that,” added Oronde, “but what happens if mom works 

two jobs and can’t stay 
home and supervise her 
child’s virtual learning?”

“If there’s a barrier to a child 
being able to concentrate 
on their studies,” said Ward 
7 Councilman Basheer 
Jones, “then we’re going 
to remove that obstacle. 
As much as we can, we’re 
going to set our kids up for 
success in school.”

Daniel E Morgan School Principal 
Dessie Sanders and Ward 7 
Councilman Basheer Jones.

Executive Director John Anoliefo and Real 
Estate Director Khrys Shefton at Hough’s 
school bag giveaway (September 2020).



105 Grill 
Pub Grub 
901 E 105 St 
(216) 331-1991

Black Box Fix 
at Glen Village 
Cajun Creole 
1400 E 105 St 
(216) 282-1900

Cleveland Cold Brew
at Glen Village 
Coffee & Sandwiches 
1400 E 105 St 
(216) 820-0550

Fat Boy Donuts 
Pastries 
10120 St Clair Ave 
(216) 862-8117

Gusto’s 
Seafood & Chicken 
12310 Superior Ave 
(216) 999-7717

Pipe N Hot Grill
at Glen Village 
Comfort Seafood 
1400 E 105 St 
(216) 795-5250

When you shop local, your money stays local. For every one 
dollar you spend at a local small business, 68 cents stays in 
that local neighborhood. Invest in your own community 
and support someone’s lifelong dream at the same time.

SHOP SMALL. SHOP LOCAL.
Invest in your Neighborhood

#ShopSmallShopLocal
Celebrate and support the unique 

small businesses in our neighborhoods.

Eat where the locals eat! Check out these local eateries 
and help a minority-owned small business make it 
through the pandemic. All offer take-out.

GRAB SOME GRUB

Big Daddy’s Too 
Polish Boys & 
Sandwiches 
1206 E 105 St 
(216) 421-1313

Capo Steaks 
Cheesesteaks 
10509 St Clair Ave 
(216) 721-3219

Empress Taytu 
Ethiopian, Vegan 
6125 St Clair Ave 
(216) 391-9400

Floods 
Urban Seafood 
7903 Superior Ave 
(216) 714-5989

Kafela Cafe 
Local Coffee Shop 
6710 St Clair Ave 
(330) 778-4621

Vitamin Kandie 
at Glen Village 
Cafe, Vegan 
1400 E 105 St 
(440) 373-7618

All the King’s Men 
Barber shop 
9111 St Clair Ave 
(216) 801-2892

Cyclebreakers 
Barber shop 
10533 St Clair Ave 
(216) 760-3020

Living Rich 
at Glen Village 
Urban street wear 
1400 E 105 St 
(216) 272-7468

Savvy Smokes 
Smoke shop 
10324 St Clair Ave 
(216) 675-3139

The New Eastside 
Market 
Grocery Store 
10505 St Clair Ave 
(216) 331-6099

Uncle Ben’s Pawn Shop 
Pawn shop 
2600 St Clair Ave 
(216) 325-5626

Shop great local finds or get that new look you’ve been 
wanting to try out! Get your style on and help a minority-
owned small business make it through the pandemic.

SHOW UP IN STYLE

Beauty 4 U 
Beauty supply store 
3425 Payne 
(216) 432-0715

He Loves Curves 
Boutique 
3303 Superior Ave 
(216) 272-7468

Premier Barber Lounge 
at Glen Village 
Barber shop 
1400 E 105 St 
(216) 526-9149

Satellite Cleaners 
Dry cleaners 
1166 E 123 St 
(216) 851-1438

TJ’s Barbershop 
Barber shop 
1210 E 105 St 
(440) 429-3736

Upcycle Parts Shop 
Craft store 
6419 St Clair Ave 
(216) 361-9933



AVAILABLE TO RENT

1464 East 105th St, Cleveland 
1 bed, 1 bath  Starting at $1135/month

REMODELED CENTURY HOME 
2 bedroom, 2.5 bath,1400 sq ft 
$259,900

Classic historic elements combined with 
modern convenience, this eco-friendly 
townhome will WOW you and your guests. 
Hardwood floors, Kenwood appliances, 
double garage, and rear deck. Polished 
granite countertops and smart home 
technology complete this modern rehab 
of a classic 1890 home. Prime Glenville 
location is steps away from shopping 
and dining, all with convenient highway 
access. Down Payment Assistance and Tax 
Abatement both available!

1325 Ansel Road
Cleveland, OH 44106

t. 216-791-6476
famicos.org
@famicos

Open floor plan, huge kitchen, granite 
counters with large island, plank 
flooring throughout, in-suite washer & 
dryer, stainless steel appliances, walk-in 
shower, on-site assigned parking, first-
floor cafe. Close to UH, CWRU, VA, 
and Cleveland Clinic. Easy access to 

highways and downtown.

famicos.org/the-madison

AVAILABLE TO BUY

http://famicos.org/the-madison

