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Health inequity is another consequence of systemic racism that African Americans 
in Glenville, Hough, and St. Clair-Superior must face. In the middle of a deadly 
pandemic, these systemic inequities become that much more vital. The statistics 
on who is receiving COVID vaccines in the US are stark: of the people receiving 
the first dose of the vaccine for which race/ethnicity data was recorded (just over 
half of the people), 65% are white while only 8% are Black and 5% were Asian 
(CDC COVID data as of April 6, 2021). State access to actual vials of vaccines 
are one limiting factor, but there are other factors at play. “The vaccine is now 
available to our population but there’s still barriers for them to be able to get to the 
place where the vaccine is being made accessible to them,” said Famicos Hough 
Office Manager Shana Roberts. Transportation to clinics where the vaccines are 
being offered is a major issue, especially for low-income senior and disabled 
residents. “I don’t think they thought about this aspect when the rollout was being 
planned,” Shana continued, “You can tell because we’re out here scrambling 
trying to do what needs to be done.” 

 BALANCING HEALTH EQUITY 
Famicos & partners provide life-saving vaccine access

1st Quarter

Transportation Specialist Stephania Rowe assists Doan Classroom resident Alisa Hood onto the 
Famicos bus to get her first COVID vaccine (February 2021). 

Continued on page 3...



FROM THE 

Dear friends,

The winter has flown by and we find 
ourselves in a new Spring. Hope 
comes in the opening of a new 
flower and in the availability of a 
new vaccine. Having lost residents, 
neighbors, family, and friends to 
the virus, Famicos was committed 

to doing everything possible to get all of our community 
members vaccinated. Once again, Famicos was able to 
quickly pivot and use our outreach, our partnerships, our 
transportation, and most importantly the trust our residents 
put in us to create equitable access to the vaccine. At the time 
of writing this, Famicos has assisted 200 residents from across 
Glenville, Hough, St. Clair-Superior, and Asiatown to get their 
first vaccine shot. 

Famicos is grateful to our partners for working with us to 
overcome the health disparities in our neighborhoods that 
become painfully apparent in the middle of a pandemic.

UPCOMING EVENTS

City of Cleveland Dept. of Public Health 
State of Ohio Dept. of Public Health 
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Special thanks to our health partners NEON Health Clinic 
Hough and Case Western Reserve University for vaccinating 
Famicos & community residents every week since February 8. 
We are also grateful to the Block Club and MAC Pharmacy 
for setting up clinics in Famicos buildings. We look forward 
to MAC opening its newest location at E 105 St and St. Clair 
Ave in Glenville. This will be Glenville’s first compounding 
pharmacy! Lastly, I thank our Community Engagement, 
Ward Office, and Transportation teams for coordinating this 
massive vaccination effort, even while they are still providing 
monthly food & toiletry deliveries across Cleveland to those 
economically affected by COVID.

As we look toward the summer, we hope you will join us for 
the opening of the new Gateway 105 Farmer’s Market on 
E 105th St at Churchill Ave, the new Kaboom Park at Mary 
Bethune School, some new street art installations and our 
Annual Meeting on June 24 at the Glen Village Plaza.

Together in hope, 
John O. Anoliefo, Executive Director

APR 30   COMMUNITY MURAL PROJECT 
  application deadline 

MAY 1     YOUTH LANDSCAPING SERVICES 
  application deadline

MAY 1     SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 
  application deadline

JUNE 4    GATEWAY 105 FARMER’S MARKET 
  opens for the season        
     Churchill Ave & E 105 St

JUNE 10  NEIGHBORWORKS WEEK 
  youth field day        
     Kaboom Park @ Mary Bethune School 

JUNE 24  FAMICOS ANNUAL MEETING  
      food, family, fun 
                Glen Village 1400 E 105 St

AUG 28   GLENVILLE HERITAGE 5K RUN 
  walk, bike, run        
      



HEALTH EQUITY
Continued from cover...

Famicos Community Building & Engagement staff Audrey Stubbs (L) 
and Chanita Williams (R) check-in a couple at University Towers to 
receive their COVID vaccines (March 2021).

Since the vaccine became available in Ohio in early 
February, Famicos has helped 250 people get vaccinated 
(that’s 500 vaccines) across four neighborhoods. “It’s 
especially difficult to find transportation that is wheelchair 
accessible,” said Director of Marketing Tara Mowery. “We 
rented an ADA-accessible bus and brought some seniors 
from Kingsbury Tower over to Case Western Reserve 
University to get their shots. One lady was 98 years old, 
we had several walkers and wheelchairs. When we got 
there, the Case students came out with wheelchairs to 
help wheel the residents over to the gym. The students 
and the seniors loved chatting with each other.” Famicos 
has provided free transportation from all the apartment 
buildings and from central spots in the neighborhoods 
of Glenville, Hough, St. Clair-Superior and Asiatown. 
Language is another barrier. “We brought several buses 
from Asiatown,” said Tara, “and Case had interpreters 
standing by when we got there.”

A surprising barrier is simply figuring out who’s offering 
vaccines and navigating their particular registration 
system. “We need to make this as simple as possible 
for people who want to get the shot,” said Director of 
Community Building & Engagement Erica Burnett. 
The Famicos team has established a COVID hotline 
where people can call if they need help registering for 
a vaccine, arranging transportation, or even requesting 
a delivery of food. “We’re grateful to our partners,” said 
Erica, “Things are changing by the minute as far as the 
vaccine roll out goes, so we appreciate the flexibility our 
partners have shown in working with us to get as many 
people scheduled as possible.”

GATEWAY
ARKET

W
Glenville

Farm to Table

105

Fresh!

NEW LOCATION: 
EAST 105 at 

CHURCHILL AVE

Fridays 3-7 pm
Saturdays 1-4 pm

gateway105.com

Know your farmer, know your food

Living #LeadSafe
in Glenville

GOT AN OLDER HOUSE?  
GOT KIDS IN THE HOUSE?

Lead poisoning can affect kids for the rest of their 
lives. Protect your little ones. If you live in an older 
house in Glenville and you have kids or grandkids in 
the house, you may qualify for repairs to remove paint 
hazards and possibly for new exterior paint as well.

CALL Healthy Homes Specialist RHODA CANTRELL 
at (216) 791-6476 ext 234 to find out what repair 
assistance you may qualify for.

The application deadline for the City’s Exterior Paint 
Program is April 30. Famicos will also be a community 
partner for the City’s Lead Hazard Control program. 
Watch our website and social media for more details 
on that program soon!

opens June 4

http://gateway105.com


Questions about the COVID Vaccine?

Need help...  
	 ...	finding	a	provider? 
	 ...	making	an	appointment? 
	 ...	getting	to	your	appointment?

Famicos can help!

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Andrea Searcy & Charlie Townsend

Engagement Manager for St. Clair-Superior. Charlie 
has helped support small businesses, and residents with 
everything from food distributions to community events to 
home repairs. “Charlie has been fearless in his approach, 
and his ability to connect with outside organizations in new 
partnerships has been phenomenal,” said Erica. Charlie 
was instrumental in the Census and Voter Registration 
campaigns Famicos ran last year. Charlie’s passion for 
social justice and civic engagement has led him to an 
exciting new position on Capitol Hill, advocating for 
clean energy.

Charlie and Andrea have worked together often. “Andrea 
has been a joy and pleasure to work with over the last 
couple of years,” said Charlie, “Her dedication to our 
residents, especially our youth, is the trait I admire most 
about her.”

The feeling is reciprocated. “Charlie is super passionate 
about everything he does,” said Andrea, “He’s not 
afraid to say what’s on his mind, especially when it’s in 
the best interest of the residents. I appreciate all of the 
knowledge he has to give.” Famicos will sorely miss the 
talent and innovation of these two young professionals 
and wishes each of them success in their new careers.

Are you passionate and dedicated to serving low-income 
residents? Check out our careers page and join our team! 

famicos.org/careers

L to R: Education & Urban Sustainability AmeriCorps VISTA Andrea 
Searcy, Business & Community Engagement Manager Charlie 
Townsend, and Cleveland Browns player Chris Hubbard at a voter 
registration drive at NORA (October 2020).

Andrea Searcy is completing her third and final year as 
an Americorps VISTA placed at Famicos Foundation. 
Americorps Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) 
is program that places talented people with a passion 
for service with nonprofit agencies that are fighting 
poverty. Andrea joined the Community Building & 
Engagement (CB&E) team at Famicos to help establish 
youth employment programs and to support urban 
environmental sustainability projects. While serving full-
time at Famicos, Andrea has also been pursuing her 
education career plans. She will graduate from Tri-C 
this year with a double-major in Education and then 
continue onto to CSU for more specialized studies in Early 
Childhood Education. “Andrea came in with an open 
mind,” said CB&E Director Erica Burnett, “She quickly 
grasped the work and the needs of both the department 
and the organization.” Over the past three years, Andrea 
has played a key role in the Famicos Youth Employment 
Program and the Youth Employment Resource Fair. 
“She has grown tremendously, she can now manage 
any project from developing new programming based on 
community needs to planning large scale events like the 
Glenville Festival. Her contribution to the organization 
has been unmatched and we will truly miss the value she 
has added.”

Charlie Townsend has also worked for Famicos/Ward 10 
for the past three years as Business and Community famicos.org/vaccine

(216) 510-3019

COVID VACCINES

http://famicos.org/careers
http://famicos.org/vaccine


Youth Landscaping employees Shashawn Williams (L) and Jaron Cook 
(R) help to create a new garden in Hough last summer.

The Famicos Youth Employment Program provides teens 
14-18 with much more than a summer job. The Lunch 
& Learn series is a weekly workshop that educates the 
youth, providing both technical and soft skills. Although 
the landscaping portion is the largest, the program is 
designed to provide teens in Glenville, Hough, and St. 
Clair-Superior with exposure to different career paths. 
“From urban farmers, to restaurant owners, to business 
consultants, our students are given the opportunity to 
be exposed to career paths right in their neighborhood 
that maybe they’re not even be aware of, like the 
former educator who now develops curriculum for a 
local museum,” said Education & Urban Sustainability 
Americorps VISTA and program manager Andrea Searcy. 
In partnership with Youth Opportunities Unlimited, 
Famicos works with employers in the neighborhood 
to place program students in a variety of settings. The 
program runs May through August and did run last 
summer, with special COVID procedures in place. “Over 
the last two years, we’ve employed 20 students on the 
Landscaping Team,” said Andrea, “and serviced over 
160 residents.” The landscaping crew provides very low-
cost lawn care services to senior and disabled residents 
in Glenville, Hough, and St. Clair-Superior, an enriching 
experience for the teens and the seniors. “Our residents 
are very particular about the work being done on their 
property,” said Andrea. “This teaches the youth good 
customer service and communication skills, as well as

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT
Youth Employment & Lawn Services

Glenville Gardeners!

The annual GardenWalk Cleveland  tour is an 
opportunity for neighborhoods to invite residents and 
visitors to tour area gardens and green spaces, but 
the centerpiece of the tour is the chance for home 
gardeners to show off their own gardens to neighbors 
and visitors.   

Gardeners, GardenWalk Needs Your Participation!  

It is simple to participate. Your garden can have 
flowers, vegetables, fruits, ponds, bees, art, or all 
of the above! Gardens do NOT need to be fancy 
and new gardeners are encouraged to participate. 
Interesting and unique gardens of all types are 
welcome.  Encourage your neighbors to join you! 
Enter your garden, call Sharon Rose (440) 265-0819 

Deadline to apply is June 10th!

www. gardenwalkcleveland.org

skills needed to properly tend a yard.” There is also a 
Garden Team that maintains four community gardens, 
growing produce and herbs that they then sell at Famicos’ 
Gateway105 Farmer’s Market. “They’re learning urban 
agriculture skills,” said Andrea, “but they’re also learning 
business and financial skills as well as customer service 
skills. Those are skills that they’ll use no matter what 
career path they pursue.” 

With a large grant from the USDA, both the Michael 
R White Community Garden and the Gateway105 
Farmer’s Market will be expanding this summer. 
“Gateway105 is going to be open on Fridays and 
Saturdays this summer,” said Director of Community 
Building & Engagement Erica Burnett, “There’s a lot of 
work to be done. We’re going to need the youth. They’ll 
definitely be able to see the results of their hard work, 
literally the fruits of their labor!”

http://www. gardenwalkcleveland.org


Programs & Services Manager Sadie Sandlin assists a client with 
preparing her tax return, in the parking lot of Famicos’ main office.

CONTACTLESS CONNECTION

Human connection is the heart of social service. In high-
poverty and unemployment neighborhoods, physical 
needs like food, shelter, clothing, and education are 
obvious. Emotional needs like connection, respect, and 
dignity are less visible but still present. Then there is the 
need to protect everyone’s health, both the server and 
the served.

The pandemic has forced us all to become creative in 
redefining the ways in which social services are offered. 
Some programs like the Famicos Foundation Tax Lab 
have been operating for the past ten years. “We’ve had 
to completely recreate how we do things,” said Program 
& Services Manager Sadie Sandlin. Clients used to come 
into the Tax Lab, sit down with a preparer and complete 
the return together. Now, the Tax Lab is using a drive-
thru document drop-off system. Famicos staff comes 
out to the client’s car, collects documents and has an 
initial conversation. The tax return is prepared by staff 
and volunteers. The client returns to Famicos to pick up 
their completed return and original documents. So far 
this year, the Famicos Tax Lab has prepared 1,000 tax 
returns for free.

Some newer programs have also been re-presented in 
a new way. Two years ago, Famicos ran its first Youth 
Resource Fair, a gathering of employers and colleges 
looking to recruit high school teens. “We had 5 schools 
and 200 kids attend the first resource fair,” said Education 
and Urban Sustainability AmeriCorps VISTA Andrea 
Searcy. “We lost one resource fair last year due to the

Socially Distant Social Services

TAX RETURNS PREPARED FREE!
The Famicos Foundation Tax Lab helps hundreds 
of families each year by preparing tax returns for 
free. Eligible hardworking families can receive up 
to $6,000 in refunds. The IRS has extended the 
filing deadline to May 17. Get your taxes done 
right the first time and maximize your return.

Our Tax Lab volunteers are IRS-certified and we 
have a drive-thru system for document drop-off 
and pick up. To make an appointment, dial 211 or 
visit the Cuyahoga EITC Coalition online at:

refundohio.org

pandemic and we didn’t want to go another year without 
having one.” The Community Building & Engagement 
department teamed up with MyCom to present a virtual 
Youth Resource Fair. Videos were created on financial 
literacy, coping with stress, and job readiness. Employer 
spotlight videos and videos showing mock job interviews 
were also made and posted on Famicos’ Instagram,  
YouTube, and website. Collectively, the videos reached  
4,000 people.

“In March, we saw an 80% increase in interactions on 
our Instagram,” said Director of Marketing Tara Mowery, 
“That was undoubtedly due to the Resource Fair.” The 
Community Building & Engagement team has been 
creating other virtual programming such as cooking 
demonstrations and the Read, Eat, Grow literacy 
program. 

Be sure to follow us on social media, sign up for our 
e-news, and check our website for upcoming programs.

famicos.org@famicos

http://refundohio.org
http://famicos.org


REAL ESTATE FEATURE
Circle North Homes Complete

Construction has been completed on 30 new lease-purchase homes 
in Glenville, including four ADA-accessible homes. The 3 bedroom 
houses are scattered throughout the southern part of Glenville. 
This particular neighborhood is a Purpose-Built Community, 
one of two in Cleveland. The Purpose-Built Community model of 
neighborhood revitalization involves partnering with a Community 
Quarterback Organization (in this case, Famicos) to build mixed-
income housing, promote community health & wellness, and 
enable a cradle-to-college education pipeline. The 30 families 
moving into the Circle North Homes will be sending their children 
and grandchildren to Mary M Bethune School, where Famicos 
maintains a community produce garden and will add a multi-sport  
court Kaboom Park this summer. The Annual Glenville Heritage 
Run is planned for August 28 this year, and will run through the 
Circle North neighborhood*, starting at Mary Bethune and ending 
with a BBQ there.

The Real Estate Development department’s next big project is 
Chester 75, a 56-unit market-rate building in Hough. The building 
will have a mix of studio, 1-bedroom, and 2-bedroom units. The 
building is targeted towards young professionals with features such 
as a fitness center, a roof-top deck, bike storage, and Amazon 
lockers. Construction on this project is scheduled to be completed 
by the summer of 2022.

* Subject to approval of race permits by the City of Cleveland.
Before and after pictures of two of the 30 Circle North 
Homes built by Famicos Foundation in Glenville.

CALLING STREET ARTISTS:

Famicos Foundation, in collaboration with Ward 10 
Councilman Anthony Hairston, is continuing our 
neighborhood beautification efforts in St. Clair-Superior. 
We are calling for proposals from Cleveland artists for a 
new mural to be done on the E 72nd St entrance wall to 
Gordon Park. If interested, please visit our website or call 
Charlie Townsend at (216) 268-2138. Proposals are due 
April 30.  famicos.org/communitymuralproject

ANNUAL MEETING

Join Famicos Foundation for our Annual	 Meeting 
on Thursday	June	24,	4:30	pm outdoors at the Glen 
Village	Plaza (1400 E 105 St). Bring your neighbors and 
hear what Famicos has been up to. Sample the great 
food at Glen Village, indulge in ice cream trucks, see the 
exclusive reveal of the Understanding	the	Gold	Coast 
art installation, and enjoy some free entertainment for 
the kids.

http://famicos.org/communitymuralproject


AVAILABLE TO RENT

Glenville Circle North neighborhood: 

REMODELED CENTURY HOME 
2 bedroom, 2.5 bath,1400 sq ft 
$255,900

Classic historic elements combined with modern 
convenience, this eco-friendly townhome will WOW 
you and your guests. Hardwood floors, double 
garage, and rear deck. Polished granite countertops 
and smart home technology complete this modern 
rehab of a classic 1890 home. Prime Glenville 
location is steps away from shopping and dining, 
all with convenient highway access. Down Payment 
Assistance and Tax Abatement both available!

1325 Ansel Road
Cleveland, OH 44106

t. 216-791-6476
famicos.org
@famicos

Starting at $1135/month 
Open floor plan, huge kitchen, granite 
counters with large island, plank 
flooring throughout, in-suite washer 
& dryer, stainless steel appliances, 
walk-in shower, on-site assigned 
parking. Close to UH, CWRU, VA, 
and Cleveland Clinic. Easy access to 
highways and downtown. famicos.org/madison

AVAILABLE TO BUY
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http://famicos.org/madison

